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Laurence D. Schiller (Northwestern University) holds a Ph.D in East African History 

from Northwestern and has taught numerous courses there in African and American 

History, in addition to being the Head Fencing Coach for 38 seasons. Aside from his 

work in African history, he is the author of Of Sabres and Carbines: The Emergence of 

the Federal Dragoon (Danville, VA: Blue & Gray Education Society, 2001) and several 

other articles on Federal Cavalry. Now retiring from coaching, he is returning to work on 

two books, the first on the evolution of cavalry tactics on both sides in the Civil War, and 

the second, a regimental history of the 55th Illinois Infantry. 

 

 

  


